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Government, and that his real design was to set up a South
African Republic. In order to anticipate the arrival
of troops from England Kruger issued an ultimatum on
October 9, 1899, that, unless all English troops sent
out since June were recalled and no fresh troops were
landed in South Africa, a state of war would exist as
from October 11. This ultimatum remained, of course,
unanswered.

The war, therefore, had been in progress some six
weeks when the German Royal Family, Emperor and
Empress and two of their sons, were due at Windsor on
November 2o. The Samoan dispute had been settled
some ten days before, and the Queen and her grandson
exchanged most cordial telegrams of mutual satisfaction
and expressed the customary hopes and wishes for national
friendliness. But simultaneously there occurred yet
another of those personal scraps between the Emperor
and the Prince of Wales which threatened the cancellation
of the visit altogether, and it looked as if the Queen's
hope that nothing would prevent it would be unfulfilled.
The Prince found that his nephew intended to bring in
his suite Admiral von Senden und Bibran, with whom he
had quarrelled two years ago for having carried false tales
to the Emperor of his uncle's rude treatment of him, and
the Prince had sent a message to the British Ambassador
in Berlin that he wished to have nothing more to do with
the Admiral. Up flared the venerable quarrel again;
the Prince said he would not meet such a * potin^ and
Eckardstein was entrusted with the mission of seeing
what could be done about it in Berlin. He interviewed
the Foreign Secretary, the Lord Chamberlain, and finally
the Emperor, who only said c If I go to England at all
this autumn, I shall take whom I like with me.5 The